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Creativity is more important now than ever before. There are looming 
issues in the world right now that need resilient, out of the box think-
ers to face and solve them. As educators, parents and community 
members, we need to nurture and foster those independent problem-
solving skills in all of our students. Everyone can be creative, and we 
need to remember that it benefits everyone in many ways to practice 
and tend to our own creative needs. Yes, needs. There are studies that 
show that being creative is a human need, and that when we let our 
creative minds atrophy, our overall health suffers: our mental, psycho-
logical, emotional and physical health. (Bergland, 2013) Students learn-
ing capabilities also suffer when they are not using and developing 
their creative skills. There are studies that also show that children that 
participate in the arts or other creative endeavors regularly score 
higher on tests, and have a higher graduation rate. (Berrett, 2013) They 
also retain information for longer and make more meaningful connec-
tions to content that they can transfer and use later on in different for-
mats. Think back to something you remember learning about in grade 
school. What were the key elements of that lesson, project, or objec-
tive that makes it possible for you to remember years later? For me, I 
remember my fourth grade Colorado History project about Baby Doe 
Tabor. I researched her at the library, created a paper mache diorama 
of her gold mine and opera house, and even wrote a poem about her 
rags to riches and then to rags story that I read as part of my presen-
tation. Did I do well on the test? I have no idea. Did I practice and hone 
important skills such as researching and reading about a topic, writ-

ing, synthesizing information, planning and creating a 3D model? Yes, 
and those were the skills I could take with me. Why, also do I remem-
ber those details? I was interested and found inspiration in my crea-
tive endeavors. I bet you have a story like that as well. I think it’s im-
portant right now to not forget that true learning happens when we 
tap into our creative souls. Our students and children will benefit 
greatly, even in a time of remote/online learning– and a time when 
test scores rule all. Creativity takes time and effort, but it is always 
worth it. 



Here are some tips from Sir Ken Robinson, PHD, an expert in the 
field of creativity, on expanding and growing creativity.  

Promote experiment and inquiry and willingness to 
make mistakes 

 

Encourage new ideas, free from immediate criticism 

 

Encourage the expression of personal feelings 

 

Convey an understanding of phases in creative work 

 

Develop an awareness of the roles of intuition and aes-
thetic judgement 

 

Facilitate critical evaluation of ideas 
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